In the past, the big issue which has faced the Messianic movement has
understandably been the Messiahship of Yeshua of Nazareth, widely connected to
the purposes of Jewish evangelism. For the present, the big issue which is staring
right at the broad Messianic movement—to which no congregation, fellowship,
family, or individual is entirely immune —is how to approach the nature of Yeshua
(Jesus). Is Yeshua the Messiah God, or is He a created being? While many affirm
Yeshua of Nazareth to be the eternal, uncreated Son of God who is indeed God—
there are many others who express various levels of doubt about this, and then others
who think that Yeshua is a created being and not God. There are those who will
affirm that Yeshua is a supernatural being to be sure—perhaps even the first created
being in the cosmic order, pre-existent of our known universe—but nevertheless
created and not God.

This publication, Salvation on the Line: The Nature of Yeshua and His Divinity,
affirms a high Christology. Not only does it affirm a high Christology of Yeshua
being God, it very much defends the view that while understanding all of the
intricacies of Yeshua being God is not required for salvation, recognizing Yeshua as
the Lord (YHWH/YHVH) of the Tanach Scriptures (Old Testament) most certainly is
required for salvation (Romans 10:9, 13; cf. Joel 2:32).

This resource has consulted and engaged with a wide array of resources and
perspectives across the Messianic movement, into the more independent sectors of
the Hebrew/Hebraic Roots movement, the views expressed by various Christians
labeling themselves “Biblical Unitarians,” and even those few theologians of note
who hold to a low Christology. This involves an array of articles, books,
commentaries, and even a few Bible versions. Most important, would be some of the
excellent, thorough, and readable resources defending a high Christology, seen
within the realm of broadly evangelical Christian theology.

The considerable bulk of Salvation on the Line, while defending a high Christology,
is necessarily spent going to the text of the Holy Scriptures (Genesis-Revelation).
This is not only because the Holy Scriptures are to be decisively regarded by God'’s
people to be the Word of Life, but also because this is the venue where the rise and
fall of theological concepts are to be found. None of us wants to be found holding to
a view of Yeshua being God simply because of some kind of fundamentalist
dogma—where if we hold to a different view our name will somehow end up on a
list or in a white paper as being stigmatized as some kind of “cultists.” We want to
be found holding to a view of Yeshua being God, precisely because that is where the
witness of Scripture directs us, it is the genuine testimony of the Messiah and His
early followers, and because it is required for our redemption from sins as fallen
human beings. The author firmly believes that such a principled case can be made in
going to the text of Scripture, and that those who hold to a low Christology are
decisively lacking in many areas.
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Introduction

One of the biggest issues which is staring right at the broad Messianic movement—to
which no congregation, fellowship, family, or individual are entirely immune —is how
to approach the nature of Yeshua (Jesus).! Is Yeshua the Messiah God, or is He a
created being? While many affirm Yeshua of Nazareth to be the eternal, uncreated Son
of God who is indeed God —there are many others who express various levels of doubt
about this, and then others who think that Yeshua is a created being and not God. There
are those who will affirm that Yeshua is a supernatural being to be sure—perhaps even
the first created being in the cosmic order, pre-existent of our known universe —but
nevertheless created and not God.

In our family’s experience with Outreach Israel Ministries for the past decade-and-
a-half, we recognized how very early on in 2003, that while we encountered a few
people here or there who denied Yeshua as God, there was enough of a guard or
governor, of sorts, present—in how many knew that to deny Yeshua as God was to
cross a very dangerous red line. Hearing that a particular person denied Yeshua as God, was
something that largely remained on the fringes. But as the 2000s progressed, and new social
media tools such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube really began to take hold—
combined with the greater prevalence of an online bookseller like Amazon.com and the
emergence of the eBook—ideas about the nature of the Messiah which would have
stayed on someone’s obscure personal website or blog, could now be promoted rather
easily. Individual people, in what would be considered the more mainstream of the
Messianic community, would be found expressing opinions and perspectives which
were not affirming of Yeshua as God. Many of these opinions and perspectives can
circulate unknown to congregational leaders and teachers.

While we have surely been involved in our fair share of controversies over the years
among people in the Messianic movement, and there have been issues that we are in
disagreement about with various personalitiesi—no one has ever been able to accuse
Outreach Israel Ministries of holding to a low Christology, iii or the view that Yeshua of
Nazareth is a created being. It might be said, instead, that our ministry holds to some

1 Yeshua is the original Hebrew name of Jesus meaning, “He is Salvation” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus is derived
from the Greek transliteration of Yeshua, Iésous, originally employed by the Greek Septuagint.

ii A number of these are evaluated in the author’s book Confronting Critical Issues: An Analysis of Subjects
that Affects the Growth and Stability of the Emerging Messianic Movement.

iii Christology is a theological term usually applied to the study of the Messiah’s nature and origin. An
excellent definition of “Christology” is provided by Stanley ]J. Grenz, David Guretzki, and Cherith Fee
Nordling, Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1999), 25:

“Christology is the theological study devoted to answering two main questions: Who is Jesus? (the
question of his identity) and What is the nature and significance of what Jesus accomplished in the
incarnation? (the question of his work).”
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